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Jazzed up German School reopens  
 

JOSEPH VARGHESE  

 

DOHA The renovated German School of Doha equipped with 

facilities to ensure quality education and comfort to students 

reopened on Thursday.  

The school got a facelift during the summer holidays with 

addition of extra classrooms, a covered playground having air-

conditioners, a new science room and an art room.  

Speaking to Qatar Tribune, Chairman of the school Charlotte 

Raudies said, “We have made a lot of improvements in the 

school’s infrastructure.  

We also plan to set up a new library for which we have already ordered a large number of books.  

The covered air-conditioned playground will help the children enjoy their games in a cooler ambience.  

We have also appointed two additional teachers and with this the number of faculty has gone up to 12.” Thursday 

was a special occasion for the school as it received its first graders.  

The 30 new students came to the institution with ‘Schultuete’, meaning ‘school cones’, presented to them by their 

parents.  

It was really a colourful sight to see the kids holding big school cones made of cardboard and filled with sweets or 

presents such as school equipment.  

It is a unique German tradition in which a cone is given to a child by his parents on his first school day.  

A tradition that goes back to some 200 years, the school cones contained fruits, vegetables other food items and 

gifts.  

Some kindergarten children make their own school cones and keep them ready for their first year in school.  

The freshers were received by the school staff while the senior students presented songs and dances to mark the 

occasion.  

The new principal of the school Ilka Detampel said, “We have a special vision at GSD as we are keen to provide the 

best facilities to the children.  

We teach and treat every student on an individual basis and hope that once the students complete their education 

at GSD they will get a better perspective of life.  

We want to attract local and international students in future and to function as an open house for an intercultural 

exchange in Qatar.  

Since our classes are not big we are able to pay more attention to each child.  

We focus on the concept ‘Education made in Germany’ at the GSD and all our teaching staff have studied in 

Germany.” Though just one year old since its foundation in October 2008, the GSD has developed enormously.  

Eighty girls and boys have been enrolled so far in the school.  

It may be noted that German construction companies based in Doha in coordination with the German embassy 

had brought forth the idea of founding the GSD mainly to attract employees to relocate to Qatar along with their 

families.  

The school has planned a lot of activities in the coming months.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 




