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German School starts academic year  
Web posted at: 9/4/2009 2:37:43 
Source ::: THE PENINSULA  

DOHA: The German School Doha (GSD) began its new academic year in 
traditional style yesterday. Eighty students between three and 15 years of age are 
joining the school and preschool this year.  

Following the old German custom, 20 first graders stepping into the world of 
education got a traditional school cone. Each of the students got a big school cone 
made of cardboard and filled with sweets or small presents such as school 
equipment. The cones were be given to the children by their parents on the first 
school day, as is the tradition in Germany.  

Since it’s foundation in October 2008, the GSD has developed fast. The concept of 
“education made in Germany” is emphasised in the school, situated in the Al 
Mamoura area. The teaching staff of the preschool and primary school were 
educated in Germany.  

German is the main language from preschool and English is offered as a foreign language. From first grade 
onwards, natural sciences, German, English, music and handicrafts are taught as major subjects. Arabic  

classes will follow in the future.  

“Our goal is to provide first-class education based on German educational 
standards,” Ilka Detampel, Headmaster, GSD, said. “Additionally, we want to 
attract local and international pupils in the future and to function as an open house 
for an intercultural exchange in Qatar.”  

Since March 2009, GSD, in association with the German Business Council Qatar 
and Initiative German Language Classes Qatar, has been offering German 

language lessons for adult beginners. The lessons are based on the Goethe Institute’s curriculum and are given 
by experienced teachers. New classes will start in October. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First graders of German School 
Doha holding cardboard cones 
filled with sweets and small 
presents that were given to 
them on their first school day 
yesterday as per a German 

tradition. 

 

First graders of German School 
Doha with their head teacher. 




